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worshipworkshop@aol.com
Toll Free:  877-387-7977

If I can be of 
service to you, 
please contact me!
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A message from Marcia:

“To Carol or Not-to-Carol?  
That is NOT the question!”
Greetings!  “I am writing this as I ride the Zephyr 
Express Amtrak train from the San Francisco Bay 
Area home to the Lake Tahoe area -  over a 5 hour 
trip.”  Wow... I just looked at last year’s Advent 
newsletter  and that’s the exact way I opened this 
column last year–and here I am, rocking gently 
away on this train again writing this newsletter. You 
know, that’s how traditions get started.  Ever notice 
how when we do something twice in a row that feels 
meaningful to the congregation, we’ve just started a 
new “tradition?!”    We are creatures of ritual, of 
patterning, and I suppose this train trip just became 
one of my yearly rituals.  But this year we are 
gliding through a winter wonderland from an early-

season snow storm in the Sierra that has gifted us 
(yes, gifted) with 8 feet of snow.  “It’s beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas!”  And that’s just what the 
title of this message alludes to... the perennial 
question, “To sing Christmas carols or not-to-sing 
Christmas carols in Advent?”  A couple of weeks ago 
a Wall Street Journal reporter called to do an 
interview with me about my take on this question.  It 
gave me an opportunity to think seriously about this.    
And what I discovered was that I really  don’t think 
this IS the main question.  The larger question is, 
“How do we provocatively and meaningfully address 
the yearning and longing and waiting of our lives in 
the Advent season?”  This issue of waiting is at the 
heart of some of our most poignant moments.  We 
KNOW about waiting... waiting for a job, waiting for 
a diagnosis, waiting for  the “right one,” waiting for 

conflict to end–in our relationships, our churches, our 
world.  Waiting is a big deal.  But I really don’t think 
just making people wait to sing Christmas carols is 
an adequate way of ritualizing this human longing.  
If “caroling-or-not” becomes the biggest deal, we are  
not paying attention to the bigger stuff.

You can see much more to my take on this question 
on my blog (www.marciamcfee.typepad.com/
reflections/).  Go there and let me know what you 
think! And may your Advent and Christmas be filled 
with wonder at the way God keeps birthing new 
things in our lives!

Marcia McFee is committed to building up the church by empowering congregations 
to celebrate and utilize their inherent creativity and diversity in order to worship 

God fully, thereby forming disciples to be the Body of Christ in the world.

To sign up to receive my eZine and other educational opportunity notices, click in the upper-right corner of my website home page!
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Ideas and Resources from Marcia
For this edition, I’m offering two ideas for at-home rituals for the holy-days.

Table Grace Idea
It seems to be the season of reporters!  
The same week I gave the Wall Street 
Journal interview described above, I also 
was asked by another reporter about 
Thanksgiving prayers.  Rather than ideas 
for sanctuary liturgy, I focused on table 

grace–that 
moment of 
“liturgy” that 
happens 
around 
Thanksgiving 
tables all 
over.   want 
to give you 
a unique 
one that I 
have used 

for years now at any table (if you’ve 
shared a meal with me you’ll recognize 
it).  This comes from my friend, Nina 
Reeves, who was the North Alabama 
Conference leader of youth ministry for 
decades (she is a legend and one of the 
saints of the UMC).  She told me once, 
"Marcia, when I go out to dinner with my 
interfaith friends, words sometimes get in 
our way.  So when we pray before the 
meal, we just 'lift the plate!'"  Then she 
grabbed her plate full of food and I 
grabbed mine and we lifted them silently 
into the air.  "Amen!" was the only word 
uttered as we replaced the plates on the 
table.  I've been using this wordless 
"table grace" ever since and it never fails 
to bring smiles and delight all around.  
There is something mystical-feeling about 
the simple gesture done together.  There 
is a palpable feeling of gratitude in that 
fleeting ritual moment that seems bigger 
than what is produced by specific words.  

I offer this because I think that we are 
often around tables at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with family and friends that 
come from various traditions–or 
infrequent or no spiritual practice of 

prayer.  Or there is often an awkward 
moment, deciding who will offer the 
prayer at the table.  "Lifting the plate" 
can include everyone in a common 
practice that offers a way to give thanks 
for the food, for the gathering, for life.

Christmas Eve idea
A few years ago a hotel chain had a 

memorable ad campaign in which they 
said, “we’ll leave the light on for you.”  
One of the liturgical delights that we 
have lost touch with is an emphasis on 
the “12 Days of Christmas.”  It seems 
that Christmas has become an “end 
result” as we follow the consumer 
calendar rather than the  Christian one.  
Celebrating the birth can continue from 
Christmas Day through the day of 
Epiphany with a household ritual.  Why 
not invite people to light candles (safely–
electric ones work well) in the windows 
of their homes each day after Christmas 
until Epiphany on January 6?  Start this 
by going to a salvage yard and getting 
some window frames and fashion 
window boxes, placing candles in the 
spaces where the panes are.  Place them 
around the sanctuary–perhaps 
suspending them if you can–and invite 
people to do this at home.  You might 
even prepare a prayer for each day to 
give to folks at the service.

Check out these 

internet 

resources

Wonderful Advent reflections and art by 
Jan Richardson
www.theadventdoor.com 
Ideas for a Christ-centered holiday
www.simpleliving.org 
Link to my New Year’s Eve Party & Ritual
http://marciamcfee.typepad.com/files/
watch-night-party-1.pdf 

Immersed and Inspired!
Fifty people gathered in Tahoe in 
October to dive into the liturgical 
year, to learn more about how to 
work together with more ease in 
worship planning, and to make 
worship plans for their 2010-2011 
year at the Worship Design Studio 
Tahoe.  We shared lots of music, 
visual and thematic ideas that will 
show up across the country in these 
church’s worship over the coming 
year.  The liturgical year is a 
wonderful framework within which 
to plan our yearly spiritual journeys 
- whether or you utilize the 
lectionary always, sometimes or not 
at all.  Each time of year gives us 
the opportunity to “steep” in a part 
of the Story and its theological 
emphases and guide our worship 
planning.  If you’d like to explore 
the possibilities of deeper 
engagement with the liturgical year, 
be sure to keep an eye out for next 
year’s retreat!

Epiphany:Did you know?
Epiphany actually pre-dates 
Christmas as the time of the 
commemoration of the birth of 
Jesus.  It wasn’t until the 4th century 
that Rome set December 25th as the 
date for Christmas.  Epiphany is still 
an important date for many 
Christian traditions, especially the 
Eastern Orthodox Church.  Because 
this time of year is also a time to 
commemorate the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry–his baptism–water 
can figure prominently as a symbol 
of blessing.  One of the practices 
that we can reclaim is using water in 
the blessing of doorways at the 
beginning of the New Year/date of 
Epiphany.  
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I am blessed to cross paths with many 
amazing theologians and ritual artists in my 
work.  I want to introduce you to John Winn–
a spiritual mentor of mine.  He and his 
spouse, Carole Cotton-Winn have been long-
time supporters of my vocational path and 
provided initial opportunities for me that were 
instrumental in the direction of my ministry.  
They are well-known in United Methodism and 
John continues to be an inspiration to many in 
his “retirement.”  I receive weekly prayers 
based on the lectionary and liturgical year 
written by John that offer me a personal 
devotional time that is salve for my soul.  John 
agreed to let me share one that is coming up 
for Advent. John’s suggestion is to read this 
as a kind of “lectio divina.”  I wonder what it 
would be like to offer a prayer time in a 
series of services that would draw on the 
tradition of lectio–perhaps the Sundays 
between Epiphany and Ash Wednesday (call 
it “A Space for Epiphanies”).

If you’d like to get these in your inbox, you 
can e-mail John at:

johnwinn2@bellsouth.net 
and tell him “Marcia sent me!”  He always 

says that you can tell him to “stop it, John” if 
you don’t want them anymore.  
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First Sunday in Advent

O God, 
I have never known you to coerce, 

to punish, or to condemn,
but you have made me wait.

It was the waiting of a pregnant Mother
 sensing a new birth.

You have made me wonder,
but it was the anticipation 
of one longing for a vision 

of the next great gift of love.
You have made me cry,

but it was the cleansing of an
inner soul too full of itself. 

So, Dear God, 
when next the night comes

and the wind howls,
I will remember that

waiting has been worth it,
wondering has been fulfilling,
crying has made me deeper,

In the name of the One
who is Mystery itself. 

Amen

A winter labyrinth in the snow in my front yard last 

year for Christmas Eve made with snowshoes and 

candles.  The neighbors came to walk it.  How can you 

make a special ritual of spiraling deeper to the Center 

of Being this holy-day season?  
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Marcia’s Spring Teaching Schedule

Contents for EACH liturgical season:
1.  Audio podcast (1.5 hours) in which Marcia teaches about 
the theology of the liturgical season and then brainstorms ideas 
with a biblical scholar, a music director and a visual artist

2.  Downloadable document on the history and theology of the 
liturgical season for your brainstorming and links to online 
databases for the lectionary and related liturgy and artwork

3. Downloadable document called “More Resources” featuring 
links to books, music, media and on-line resource websites to 
boost worship libraries

4. “Marcia’s Doorway” featuring one thematic idea for the 
upcoming season, including titles and thematic synopses for 
each week of the season as well as resource ideas.

5. A video learning session to train and spark conversations in 
worship team meetings

Dr. McFee wants to resource you right where you are... all year long!
For the cost of a typical worship conference registration fee, your ENTIRE worship team can 
have access to resources that Marcia prepares for each liturgical season.  $250 gives you 
access to the 2010-2011 year.  Besides the ideas and learning opportunities with Marcia, you 
also become part of an online interactive community of churches across the country.  Join us 
and start getting ideas, help and support NOW!  www.marciamcfee.com/studio.htm 

Need worship planning help 
and support?  Get it!

Study with Marcia in Tahoe:  

“Elevation!” May 16-20, 2011
The next “Elevation” Continuing Education and Spiritual Renewal 

Retreat for Worship Leaders will be held May 16-20, 2011.  Come 
study, hone your design and leadership skills AND renew your soul at 
Zephyr Point Conference Center on the shores of Lake Tahoe.  Whether 
you’ve been with Marcia in a one-day workshop, had her consult at 
your church or if you’ve never studied with Marcia, this will reinvigorate 
your passion and dedication to the work of “M-M-Good” worship.  And 
many folks say that on top of all that, the personal renewal they 
experience gives them new life for ministry. Online registration starts 
mid-December with an early-bird special.  Don’t miss out!  Enrollment is 
limited! 2.5 CEU’s www.marciamcfee.com/elevation.htm 

January 15-16, 2011
Worship Alive! Chicago area
January 18-20, 2011

New England Conference UMC Pastor's School
February 5, 2011

North District workshop, Desert SW Conference UMC
February 11-13, 2011

Worship Workshop Live, Norfolk, NE
February 13-18, 2011

Academy for Spiritual Formation, Nebraska

February 19, 2011
Worship Workshop, Lincoln, NE

February 28-March 3, 2011
GBOD New Worship Resource event, Nashville

March 4-6, 2011
St. Paul's UMC Allison Park, PA consult

March 12, 2011
San Jose, CA workshop

March 25-27, 2011
Worship Workshop Live, Keller TX

April 13, 2011
Skylands District workshop, New Jersey
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