
www.marciamcfee.com
marcia@marciamcfee.com
Toll Free:  877-387-7977

If I can be of 
service to you, 
please contact me!
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RESOURCES FROM 
DR. MARCIA MCFEE

A message from Marcia:
The passage of time is never more keenly 
felt by me than on New Year’s Eve.  It is a 
rite of passage that, for reasons I can’t 
really explain, has always been the most 
poignant, mysterious and awe-filled time for 
me.  I know, I know!  It isn’t based on a 
Christian narrative, it isn’t part of the 
liturgical year!  But I’m going to venture a 
guess that this may be true for many 
people.  And so, on the cusp of this new 
year leading into 2012, I pray for you a 
time of discernment and recommitment to 
the joy and awe and best  that life and love 
have to offer in your lives and in your 
churches.  I pray that you will find a 
renewed peace and passion.  I pray that 
your work with the church will be infused 
with “why not’s” and “let’s go for it!”  I 

pray that you will carve out time to grow 
spiritually and honor your inherent 
creativity.  I pray that you’ll find as much 
time for play as for work and that the work 
you do will become more playful.  And I 
give thanks for all you do to lead the people 
of God in their worship, in their spiritual 
journeys, and in making a meaningful 
difference in the world.  

In the spirit of discernment that a new year 
brings, I encourage you to take stock of 
where you’ve been and where you dream of 
going in creating worship with “deep soul.”  
Earlier this year I received a letter from 
Brad Gustafson, a pastor whose worship 
team has taken intentional strides over the 
last two years to enhance their worship.  

I’ve reprinted a portion of it in a blog at 
http://marciamcfee.typepad.com/
reflections/
I invite you to read it as inspiration to do 
your own assessment and name “best 
practices” that can carry you forward for a 
great new year of worship.  Here is a taste 
of Brad’s points:
•  We invested in our people (they sent 

folks to educational retreats like 
“Elevation” to learn and get inspired)

• We carved out a space for 
experimentation (separate from the 
usual worship experience)

• We set out to move, without fanfare, the 
best of our experimentations into our 
regular worship 

	 	 READ MORE...

Marcia McFee is committed to building up the church by empowering congregations 
to celebrate and utilize their inherent creativity and diversity in order to worship 

God fully, thereby forming disciples to be the Body of Christ in the world.

New Year 2012
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Ideas and Resources from Marcia

Worship Idea
In the Worship Design Studio I call the Sundays 
from Epiphany to Ash Wednesday “Epiphany Plus.” 
This year I created a series called (I love this!)...

that draws on the lectionary with the first two weeks 
focusing on the sacraments and then following the 
stories of Jesus’ ministry the rest of the series where 
he always has something to say about going 
“beyond” our fear, the horizon, the chaos of life, 
etc.  For February 12, we focus on life Beyond the 
Hype.  In a society where hype can harm rather 
than help our ability to do the work that needs to be 
done, how can we move beyond the hype to discern 
faithful discipleship?

Here are some ideas from 
my resource brainstorm 
for that Sunday:

Visual/Action Idea

I often like to place a Christ candle in the center of 
the center aisle of the sanctuary/worship space (if 
you have two aisles with no center, create a 
platform in the center of the center pew for this 
service).   I invite people to stand and turn and face 
the light as a sign that God is the center of our 
community.  The message of this service is 
particularly appropriate for this action, offering the 
idea that we must remember to keep “the main 
thing the main thing.”  This could happen at the 
beginning of the service, at the end of the sermon, 
or as the Benediction.

Litany of Distractions

Prior to this week, collect a list of things (from 
Christian Education classes, small groups, Facebook 
page, choir, etc) that create “hype” in our culture or 
distract us from the “main things” of our life of faith.  
Use this list to make a “litany of distractions” that 
perhaps the youth group can call out from all over 
the room in random order (creating a sense of 
“hey... look over here!”).  Expand on this example:

Reader 1:  “Hey!! Over here!!!
Reader 2:  “Check this out!”
Reader 3:  “I know you wanna get a piece of THIS 
action!”
Reader 4:  “NO, no, over HERE!”
Liturgist (perhaps located near the candle in the 
center of the space):  In the midst of so many things 
pulling us this way and that, hone our vision to 
matters of your heart, O God.
Readers 1-4:  [lists of collected words and phrases, 
part 1]
Liturgist:  In the midst of so many things pulling us to 
and fro, center us in your grace, O God.
Readers 1-4:  [lists of collected words and phrases, 
part 2]
Liturgist:  In the midst of so many things pulling our 
attention away from your purposes, move us 
beyond the hype, O God.
All Readers:  “Shhhhhhh........”  [fades out]
Reader 1:  Be still and know that I am God.
Reader 2:  Be still and know that I am.
Reader 3:  [slowing] Be still and know.
Reader 4:  Be still.
Reader 1:  Be.

A moment of silence is followed by the song “Listen” 
from the Upper Room Worshipbook songbook.

New Year’s Eve: 

Personal and 

Global

get more resources like this in the Worship Design Studio

Light a virtual candle: 	 	 	 	 	
http://www.gratefulness.org/candles/  	
Pray with others around the world at 24-7 Prayer:
http://www.24-7prayer.com/about/what 

I am in awe of the ways that the internet can help us feel a part of a much 
bigger world these days.  Because I travel so much, I have friends all over 
the world and Facebook has greatly enhanced my ability to stay in touch.  I 
invite you to become my friend there as well as visit these two sites on New 
Year’s Eve (or anytime) to join me and an international community in 
prayer:

http://www.gratefulness.org/candles/
http://www.gratefulness.org/candles/
http://www.24-7prayer.com/about/what
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Who should come to 
Elevation?

• Clergy and lay persons who 
provide worship leadership in various 
forms:  verbal, sacramental, musical, 
visual, movement, arts coordination, 
multi-media
•  Professionals who want to add to 
their worship education 
•  Pastor and musician teams who 
want to elevate their creativity and 
working relationship 
•  All who want to expand their 
church's repertoire of worship 
expression

Elevate your theological 
understanding of worship 

with “deep soul”…

Elevate your theoretical 
knowledge of planning 
worship that is “vital”…

Elevate your spiritual 
identity as a worship 

leader…

Elevate your skills, 
repertoire and practical 

tools for worship 
leadership…

Approved for
2.5 CEU’s!

One of the most important things 
anyone can do for their profession 
and vocation is to keep learning 

and staying on top of new 
resources that bring vitality and 
depth to our ministry.  Go home 

from Elevation equipped with new 
skills and CEU’s!

At the “Elevation” 
retreat, there is as 
much emphasis on 
personal spiritual 
renewal as skills-
building.  Those who 
design and lead 
worship are called to 
model a spiritual depth 
that invites authentic 
spiritual journeys 
within the gathered 
congregation.  
Through worship and 
reflection in this 
majestic setting of 
water and mountains, 
participants have 
found renewed passion 
for their work.

www.marciamcfee.com/elevation.htm

May 14-18, 2012

Lake Tahoe

In the heights and majesty of the Sierra Mountains,
on the shores overlooking the stunning true-blue depths of 

Lake Tahoe,
come and experience a week of

heightening and deepening your spiritual journey
as a leader in worship.

Register before January 31 to get the early-bird price:

$545 for tuition, meals AND housing!

See the schedule and topics and register online!

http://www.marciamcfee.com/elevation.htm
http://www.marciamcfee.com/elevation.htm
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e5fp67fb615d2ede&llr=6hzmvxbab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e5fp67fb615d2ede&llr=6hzmvxbab


w
or

sh
ip

 d
es

ig
n 

stu
di

o
w

w
w

.m
ar

cia
m

cf
ee

.c
om

/s
tu

di
o.

ht
m

Worship Design Software COMING SOON!

           
Just this morning I spent four hours around a 

table conceptualizing with my new collaborators 
from ICOM Solutions Group on the new design 
software for the soon-to-be totally revamped 
Worship Design Studio!  All I can say is that after the 
session I was jumping up and down with excitement 
and anticipation for how this electronic version of my 
design process and terminology will come to life in a 
super-easy-to-use online team design tool.  I said to 
them at the beginning of our planning, “This tool has 
to make the lives of worship professionals and 
volunteers BETTER!  It has to inspire them to 

creativity, be fun and be useful.  Bottom line: all this 
has to lead to more meaningful and memorable 
worship with less team burnout.”

Over the next month our collaboration will 
produce a version to be beta-tested by all my current 
Worship Design Studio members (about 700 
members right now).  If you don’t have a 
subscription through your conference or regional 
body, jump on board now (see offer below)!

THE WORSHIP DESIGN STUDIO
online worship planning help with Dr. Marcia McFee

Heading into its third year with hundreds of subscribers, the Worship Design Studio is a “virtual” 
worship team made up of over 20 liturgical artists and scholars on seven audio podcasts, each 

posted 2 months before each liturgical season begins.  Downloadable documents for each 
season include “More Resources,” “Marcia’s Doorway” (one thematic idea fleshed out for your 
consideration), a video teaching session on worship design, and MUCH MORE!

www.marciamcfee.com/studio.htm

Get access to podcasts in which Marcia brainstorms 

ideas for vital worship with nationally-known worship 

artists as well as downloadable documents full of ideas 

and resources.  Download Marcia’s “Series Vision” that 

outlines a theme, titles, synopses and resources for 

worship for each season.  Download videos of Marcia 

teaching with discussion questions for your worship team 

meetings.  Besides the ideas and learning opportunities 

with Marcia, you also become part of an online 
interactive community of churches across the country.  

Join us for the rest of the year

 (and be part of the software beta-testing)!

Get support for your 
worshipful work!

Join now for the discounted price of $200 
for the rest of the year (you’ll still get access to the 
Advent/Christmas materials to download for next 

year) using this coupon code:  EBFFC8C54C

http://www.marciamcfee.com/studio.htm
http://www.marciamcfee.com/studio.htm

